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     One of the most popular types of new televi-
sion shows the past several years feature the 
hunt for the paranormal. While Ghost Hunters, 
Paranormal State, and The Ghost Adventurers 
are recent additions to television schedules, 
searching for spooks began long before the Roto 
Rooter plumbers by day, ghost chasers by night, 
duo of Grant & Jason (the Ghost Hunters). 
     In 1848, two young girls living in Hydesville, 
New York, began hearing strange noises in 
their home. Twelve-year-old Katherine Fox 
tried to make contact with the invisible visitor 
by challenging “it” to a game. Katherine would 
snap her fingers several times and the unseen 
houseguest would reply by knocking the same 
number of times. Neighbors bore witness to 
these knockings and news of the unexplained 
phenomenon spread from town to town like 
wildfire. 
     Eventually, Katherine and her sister, Marga-
ret, became celebrities. They were sought after 
by the social elite for the opportunity to commu-

By Margo Azzarelli 
nicate with the spirit world. The sisters toured 
music halls and gave paranormal performances 
in the U.S and abroad. Many skeptics tried to 
expose them as frauds. By the late 1880s the 
sisters began to quarrel and overindulge in alco-
hol. Some reports claim they grew tired of the 
act and confessed that the source of the 
“Spiritual Knocks” were their toe joints, which 
they were able to crack loudly. Many people 
continued to want to believe that the sisters’ act 
was real. 
     Interest in the spiritual world wasn’t limited 
to the United States. Europe had “The Ghost 
Club,” which was founded in London in 1862. It 
is the oldest paranormal society in the world. 
This club was organized to investigate paranor-
mal research and to swap ghostly tales. The 
club’s famous members, including Charles Dick-
ens, brought the club much notoriety. The 
Ghost Club disbanded by the 1870s, but it was 
resurrected again on All Saints Day in 1882. 
     The Ghost Club’s return occurred about the 
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A Letter from the President 
 

Dear LHS members, 
 

Greetings from Moosic! As we conclude a rainy summer, we look forward to a 
busy autumn with a number of events in September, October, and November. Be-
fore we venture there, however, I would like to congratulate the Historic House 
Tour Committee and Marketplace volunteers on a job well done! And I would also 
take this opportunity to thank all of those who helped out or participated in any 
manner to make the tour a successful fundraiser for the Society. 
 
Summer also included a busy August with our Annual Dinner. Noted author and 
historian Burton Folsum, author of  “The Urban Capitalists,” spoke to a full audi-
ence. The evening was highly educational and entertaining, and I enjoyed the op-
portunity to socialize with all of our members in the Society. 
 
Also in August, our Executive Director’s significant other, Robert Savakinus, 
debuted his documentary about Rocky Glen at the Trolley Museum on August 15. 
This entertaining and informative event was well-attended by many of our mem-
bers. Congratulations to everyone involved. 
 
This season brings two book signings in September and a busy October. The annual 
Dunmore Cemetery Tour returns for two weekends at the beginning of the month. 
We’re also excited for a new program in October—a paranormal walking tour of 
downtown Scranton. Please consider attending at least one of our activities that 
month. 
 
Finally, I’d like to offer a big thank you to Trustee Ellie Axford, who informed 
the board that she will be leaving as she and her family move to North Carolina. 
Ellie has been truly dedicated to the Lackawanna Historical Society, and we will 
miss her. 
 
Thank you for your time, and hope to see you all at our upcoming events.   
 

Donald J. Frederickson, Jr., Esq. 
President 

About Membership… Membership privileges include unlimited access to the  
Society library, 10% discount in our bookstore, advance notice and invitations to all Society ac-
tivities, special members-only programs and the quarterly newsletter. Attached is a member-
ship form you can use to renew your membership or give to a friend or neighbor 
who is interested in joining. Please return it to:  The Lackawanna Historical Society 
at 232 Monroe Avenue, Scranton, PA  18510 
 
LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 

   Student   $10 NAME  
   Individual   $25  
   Family    $35 ADDRESS 
   Contributing   $75   
   Sustaining   $150 
   Silver Corporate $250 TELEPHONE 
   Gold Corporate   $500 EMAIL 

The Lackawanna  
Historical Society 2008-09 

 
OFFICERS 
Donald J. Frederickson, Jr., Esq.           President 
Richard  Bovard               1st Vice President 
William Conlogue                2nd Vice President 
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  The Lackawanna Historical Society is 
a 501(C) (3) non-profit organization 
which is dedicated to keeping vital the 
history of Lackawanna County. It is 
supported in part by the Catlin Me-
morial Trust, Lackawanna County, the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission and membership dues.   
  The Lackawanna Historical Society Jour-
nal is published by the Lackawanna 
Historical Society, 232 Monroe Ave-
nue, Scranton, PA 18510 Tel. (570) 
344-3841. Address questions to Mary 
Ann Moran-Savakinus at 
maryann@lackawannahistory.org. 
  Members of the Society receive this 
publication. Membership contributions 
are $25 and up for Individuals, $35 for 
Families, and $125 for Organizations.  
Special Silver and Gold Corporate 
memberships are available. 
  The Lackawanna Historical Society Jour-
nal is printed in Scranton, Pennsyl-
vania. Entire contents copyrighted © 
2009 by the Lackawanna Historical 
Society.   



PAGE 3                 VOLUME 39, NO. 4 

New Members 
Individual 

Roger DuPuis, Scranton 
Ted Larson, Valley Forge 

Paul F. Narconis, Scranton 
Stephanie Silvestri, Scranton 

Anne Tullar, Cary, NC 

In Memory of Leonard Piasky 
Connie Magistro, Scranton 

In the Catlin House... 

Memorials 

Volunteer Corner 

Paola Andujar is from Long Island, NY, and was 
born in the Dominican Republic. A senior at Scran-
ton High, she said her favorite thing about work-
ing at the Historical Society was being in the an-
tique house and learning different things about 
history. 
 

Dana Luckett likes anime (Japanese Animation), 
music, and reading. She has a four-year-old son 
and plans to study education. While at the Histori-
cal Society Dana said she liked learning new 
things about our city. 
 

Devin Scanlon was born in Scranton and is a 
senior at Abington Heights. Devin wrote that 
“volunteering at the Historical Society has been an 
outstanding experience” and that he enjoyed learn-
ing new things about the area where he grew up as 
well as seeing many historical pieces that reside in 
the Catlin House. 
 

Tyler Rippon grew up and went to school in the 
area. A senior at Abington Heights, he wrote that 
he “gained an immeasurably greater understand-
ing and perspective of the city” by volunteering for 
research at the Lackawanna Historical Society. 

Congrats to our new docents! 
The LHS wants to congratulate Sharlene 
Martin, who completed our docent train-

ing program earlier this year! Thanks to 
ALL of our docents for their hard work 

and commitment to the Historical Society. 

Also, welcome to Guy McGuiness 
who has joined our downtown 

walking tour guides. 

Family 
Douglas and Jacqui Adams, Gouldsboro 

Barbara S. Schuta, Dickson City 

The Lackawanna Historical Society thanks 
Jerry Ganz Inc. for its recent donation of 
several filing cabinets and a map case. Jerry 
Ganz Inc., 920 North Washington Avenue, was the 
main contractor for the recently completed Catlin 
House exterior restoration project. 

Sustaining 
Ruth H. and Patrick Gerrity, Scranton 

In Memory of Alan Sweeney 
Norman Brauer, Dalton 

Congratulations to Robert Savakinus, 
Shannon C. Keith, and Mark Migliore of 
Pippin Pictures on their successful opening 
of the documentary about Rocky Glen 
amusement park. The documentary had two 
showings to 250 people each at the August 
15 debut. An encore presentation is sched-
uled September 6 at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. at 
Steamtown National Historic Site. 
 

Thanks to Pippin Pictures, which made a 
generous donation to the Society following 
the debut. 
 

Copies of the Rocky Glen documentary are 
available at the Catlin House at a cost of 
$25. Call 344-3841 for more information or 
to purchase a copy. 

Summer Student Volunteers 

New Volunteers 
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     At one time, the area of Scranton had only a 
mill and two log homes surrounded by vast 
swampland full of all sorts of game. From then 
until now, this settlement would grow into a 
burgeoning city and be called by a variety of 
names. 
     In 1777, Phillip Abbott came to the valley 
from Connecticut, built a home and a grist mill 
and named the area “Dark Hollow.” Other 
names that were used at the time were “The 
Deep Hollow” and “The Hollow.” 
     A year later, Ebenezer Slocum tried to 
change the name to “Unionville.” Ebenezer was 
the brother of Frances Slocum, who was kid-
napped by the Delaware Indians in 1778. While 
the story of Frances Slocum remained well-
known, her brother’s name for the area didn’t. 
Transactions in Ebenezer’s books bore the name 
Unionville, but residents remained with the 
names of “Dark Hollow” or the “Hollow” for the 
next 38 years. 
     The area received a new name in 1816—the 
year known for the cold season and frost that 
destroyed most of the crops. James Snyder, a 
jolly Dutchman employed by the forge, had al-
ways called the valley “Skunks Misery.” But af-
ter the cold year, James declared that the land 
was only fit for a Slocum to live in and renamed 
the area “Slocum's Hollow.” 
     Through this time, the region had remained 

a largely rural and agricultural land. Its indus-
trial heritage began 
in September 1840 
with the opening of 
the Lackawanna Iron 
Furnaces by the new-
comers from the 
Scranton family. It 
was briefly known 
only as the home of 
the “Lackawanna 
Iron Works” 
     In 1841, William 
Henry, who first 
came to the city in 
the early 1830s to 
advocate the advancement of the iron industry, 
changed the name to “Harrison.” This new 
name was in favor of William Henry Harrison, 
candidate for the President of the U.S. 
     The name “Scrantonia” was given in 1850 in 
honor of the founders who brought the iron in-
dustry to the region. 
     Only a year later and with a population of 
4,469, the name was shortened to “Scranton” 
and was never changed again. On February 14, 
1856, Scranton was incorporated as a borough. 
     Even with its name, Scranton had changes to 
make. It finally was incorporated as a city in 
1866. 

How Scranton Got Its Name 
By Karen Tickner 

William Henry tried to name 
the city “Harrison.” 

George W. Scranton Selden Scranton Joseph Hand Scranton 
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Bookshelf Grant Brings 18 New Books to LHS 

Ghost Hunters from 1 

same time the Society for Physical Research 
(SPR) was founded. Both organizations shared 
many of the same members. While the SPR was 
devoted to scientific study, the Ghost Club re-
mained a secretive and selective organization of 
believers for whom psychic phenomena was an 
established fact. Archival records re-
veal that the names of members both 
living and dead were recited every No-
vember 2—the feast of All Souls Day. 
On more than one occasion, deceased 
members were believed to have made 
their presence known. 
     By the late 1930s, the Ghost Club’s atten-
dance grew smaller and laboratory research re-
placed séances and Tarot Card readings. Inves-
tigation into the paranormal began to wane, but 
the “Father of Modern Ghost Hunting,” Harry 
Price, was only beginning to establish himself 
as one of the most well-known psychic research-
ers of his time. 
     Mr. Price was a controversial figure in his 
day, and he was accused of fraud in several of 
his investigations. This controversy only added 
to his popularity, and he was called upon to in-
vestigate many strange and unusual cases. 
     In the spirit of the Fox sisters and Harry 
Price, the Lackawanna Historical Society will 
reveal in October the results of a ghost hunt at 
the Catlin House. Scranton and Lackawanna 
County have their own inhabitants from an-
other world: 

     In June we received a “Connecting to Collections Book-
shelf” grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Ser-
vices. The grant gave the Society about $1,000 in books 
and journals about museum management, care of collec-
tions, and emergency response. 
     Members interested in caring for their personal collec-
tions, family treasures, and heirlooms may be interested in 
some of the 18 books. Books are not lent, but members are 
encouraged to use materials onsite. Among the books of 
interest to members are: 
     Care of Prints and Drawings: Conservation of works 
of art on paper and proper storage and other helpful tips. 
     Caring for your Family Treasures: An overview of 
collections and levels of care as well as learning how to 
care for antiques and heirlooms. 

     Connecting to Collections, A Guide to Online Re-
sources: Visit www.imls.gov for more information about 
collections management. 
     Manual of Housekeeping: Learn about the care and 
maintenance of historic interiors with displays and using a 
historic house as a public space. 
     ACI Guide to Digital Photography and Conservation 
Documentation:  Learn about equipment, documentation, 
and storage methods for digital images. 
     IPI Media Storage: Information about storing photo-
graphs, films, glass plates, DVDs, CDs, inkjet prints, and 
magnetic tape. 
     Photographs: Archival Care and Management: This 
book covers preserving photographs, developing a digitiza-
tion program, and legal and ethical issues. 

Andy Gavin’s Pub  
The building on North Washington Avenue 
dates back more than 100 years. George, a 19th 
century miner is said to have made his presence 
known from time to time. He likes to turn the 
lights off and on, move objects around, and 

touch the customers. Next time you 
visit Andy Gavin’s be sure to buy ole’ 
George a drink. 
The Houdini Museum 
Unfortunately, it’s not Harry himself 
haunting the halls of the North Main 

Avenue establishment. Instead, tales of murder/
suicide and rumors of the building located over 
an Indian burial ground are said to be the 
sources of its paranormal activity. Perhaps 
Chief Capoose will make an appearance at the 
museum’s next séance. 
The Scranton Trolley Museum 
According to spooky legend, the museum in-
cludes a passenger whose spirit is trapped at 
the rear of Car 46. Reports include a presence 
being felt, items moving on their own, and whis-
pers being heard out of nowhere. Psychics who 
visited the museum sensed the presence of a 
lonely woman sitting in the car. 
 
     These are just a few small samplings of our 
many local haunts. But two pieces of advice to 
all would be spirit sleuths: Always ask permis-
sion before investigating a location and never go 
alone. It’s not always the dead we have to fear…  

See page 7 for more 
about the Society’s 
October programs. 

By Ella Rayburn 
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Community Calendars 

     The Lackawanna Historical Society runs announcements 
and upcoming events for organizations with similar purposes 
to preserve and promote the history of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. To include your events in a future edition, 
e-mail information to maryann@lackawannahistory.org 

   A First Ladies Wedding 
Day tea is being hosted by 
Wedding Day magazine in 
the ballroom of The Scranton 
Club, 414 N. Washington 
Avenue, Sunday, September 13 at 2 p.m. 
 

Wedding gowns worn by past and present 
first ladies of Scranton will be on display 
for viewing along with dresses from vari-
ous eras worn by area brides. Virginia 
Rickard, a professional actress who has 
appeared in plays such as "Gypsy" and 
"Pippin" will give readings with the 
theme of love and marriage. There will be 
light luncheon fare and door prizes. 
 

Tickets are $20 for the general public and 
$15 for members of The Scranton Club. 
For reservations, call June Winnicki, 
general manager, at 344-8671. Seating is 
limited. 

The Scranton GAR Civil War Museum 
will be open on September 19 from 
Noon to 3 p.m. 
 

Beginning in September, the museum 
will hold regular hours on the third 
Saturday of each month. 
 

For more information, contact Joe 
Long at 457-8438 

The Lackawanna Heritage Valley Au-
thority (LHVA) needs your help to de-
velop the Lackawanna River Heritage 
Trail and the Lackawanna Greenway. 
Please take a few moments to complete 
a survey so the LHVA knows what is 
important to you! Feel free to pass it 
along to family, friends, and co-
workers. To take the survey, go to the 
LHVA’s website at www.LHVA.org and 
click on the survey link in the right col-
umn. Thank you for your participation! 

The Anthracite Heritage Museum & 
Iron Furnaces Associates will hold a 
benefit on October 9—when it will cele-
brate the 180th Anniversary of 
Yuengling Brewery. 5:30 p.m. at 
McDade Park, 22 Bald Mountain Road. 
Call 963-4804 for more information. 

A very special thanks to the 2009 Annual 
Dinner Committee: Mark Cruciani, Arlene 
Devereaux O’Hara, Judy Sweeney, and Mi-
chael Knies. A good time was had by all, 
and the program by Burton Fulsom was 
very well received. 
 

Also, thanks to Chris and Greg Posly for 
their help with the book signing and to our 
wonderful staff—especially Mary Ann 
Gavern and Ann Marie O’Hara for their 
work at the registration table. 
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Oct. 4 and Oct. 11 Dunmore Cemetery Tour 
An annual favorite returns. Join the Lackawanna Historical Soci-
ety at the Dunmore Cemetery for a tour of the gravesites of no-
table and notorious citizens. The event begins at 2 p.m. both 
weekends for a minimal donation. Call the Catlin House at 344-
3841 for additional details. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Registration Form 

                   Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 

                   Address ______________________________________City, State, Zip__________________________ 

       Amount Enclosed: _______________        Number to Attend:  ____________Adults/Children 12 and up  

                                                                                        ____________Children Under 12 

Make checks payable to The Lackawanna Historical Society 

All proceeds will be donated to the Lackawanna Historical Society 

Return your registration form and check to The Lackawanna Historical Society Head-
quarters, the Catlin House, 232 Monroe Avenue, Scranton, PA 18510 

The Erie Lackawanna Dining Car Preservation Society, Albright Memorial Library, 
and Lackawanna Historical Society will co-sponsor a visit by Judith Miller, author 
of the Pullman Post Card Series, on Sunday, September 27 from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at the Albright Memorial Library. Ms. Miller is promoting her new release, 
“The Carousel Painter” and will provide a PowerPoint presentation and question 
and answer session in addition to signing her books. Refreshments will follow. 

October 17—Scranton after Dark: 
A Walk through Haunted History & A Reveal of Paranormal Evidence 

Join us on a guided candlelit walking tour through the darkened 
streets of downtown Scranton for a glimpse into the city’s 

tragic and macabre past. The walk will be followed by a 
presentation of recent paranormal evidence collected from 

several actively haunted locations within the city. 

   

Registration Starts at 6 p.m. at the Catlin House 
Guided Walk Begins Promptly at 6:30 p.m. 

Reservations are required. 
Non-Member $8 per Person 
LHS Member $5 per Person 

  Children under 12 years are FREE  
Call the LHS at 344-3841 for more information 
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Upcoming Programs and Events 
 
 

Sun.. Sept. 20 Book Signing by Jay Luke, author of When Coal Was Queen 
   2 p.m. at the Catlin House 
 

Sun. Sept. 27 Book Signing by Judith Miller 
   with the Erie Lackawanna Dining Car Preservation Society 
   2:30 p.m. at Scranton Public Library. See Page 7 for Details. 
 

Sun. Oct. 4/11 Dunmore Cemetery Tours 
   2 p.m. Meet at the Cemetery. See Page 7 for Details. 
 

Sat. Oct. 17 Scranton After Dark: The Paranormal Tour 
   6:30 p.m., Downtown Ghost Hunt and Walking Tour. 
   See Page 7 for Details. 
 

Sun. Nov. 8 Pennsylvania Gravity Railroad Presentation 
   Featuring Sal Mecca and Victor J. Capooci 
   2 p.m. at the Catlin House 
 

Thur/Fri. Dec. 10/11 
   Holiday Open Houses 
   Catlin House 


