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Information System (GNIS) reveals 12 other 
Scrantons listed as “populated places,” usual-
ly with legal boundaries and permanent    
populations and located on various maps.    
There are 5 other Scrantons classified as 
“historical,” meaning they once had popula-
tions and some civil presence but no longer. 

(In the American West we 
call these “ghost towns.”) 
There are also two other 
communities today which 
had been called Scranton 
earlier in their histories.  
What follows is a review of 
each of these 19 other 
Scrantons with the stories of 
how they came to be called 
Scranton and what connec-
tions they had to the  
original city. 
 
Scranton, Alabama 

     Created in 1900 as a stop on the         
Chattahoochee & Gulf Railroad as it built 
across south Alabama, Scranton still appears 
on state highway maps although there is no 
actual town or railroad today. Although des-
ignated by GNIS as a populated place, there 
is no census data indicating a population. The 
rail line was leased to the Central of Georgia 
Railway through northern Geneva County. 

Cont. on pg. 8 

Exporting Scranton: 
Other Scrantons Across America  

By Willis M. Conover 

    Scranton capitalists exported this area’s 
natural resources and manufactured goods---
its iron and steel, coal, nails and rails,      
lumber, textiles---putting the city on the na-
tional map. But another Scranton export was 
its place name. As Scranton industrialists,      
experts and investors    expanded their reach   
outside this region, they 
took the Scranton name 
with them. 
   Most of this exportation 
occurred in the latter 19th 
and early 20th centuries 
when Scranton’s national 
reputation and influence 
rose greatly. By 1900 
Scranton’s population   
had reached 102,000, 
ranking it #3 in Pennsyl-
vania and in the top        
40 nationally.)  
   Across the U.S. you can 
find other Scrantons with historic connec-
tions to the original city.  In a few cases, plac-
es were named Scranton because the city was  
known for its enterprise and quick growth 
(representing some hope that the new Scran-
ton would model the older one) while others 
attribute their name to Scranton investors or 
entrepreneurs active at new locations.  
   A check with the Geographic Names        

This is the first article in a series. Stay tuned for more! 
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A Word from the President… 
 

+HOOR�(YHU\RQH� 
 

:HOO��0DUFK�FHUWDLQO\�ZDV�D�OLRQ�WKLV�\HDU��7KH�KLVWRULF�VQRZ�VWRUP�ZDV�RQH� 
IRU�WKH�UHFRUG�ERRNV��EXW�QRZ�ZH�FDQ�ORRN�WR�$SULO�ZLWK�WKH�DQWLFLSDWLRQ� 
RI�WKH�EORRPLQJ�VSOHQGRU�RI�6SULQJ� 
 

:LWK�WKDW�LQ�PLQG�,�DP�H[FLWHG�DERXW�WKH�PDQ\��PDQ\�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�DUH�
SODQQHG�DW�WKH�/+6�LQ�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�ZHHNV��<RX�ZLOO�QRWLFH�WKDW�VRPH� 
RI�WKH�HYHQWV�DUH�UHVFKHGXOHG�SURJUDPV�WKDW�ZHUH�GHOD\HG�EHFDXVH� 
RI�WKH�0DUFK�EOL]]DUG��DQG�VRPH�RWKHUV�DUH�SDUW�WKH�6FUDQWRQ�$UHD� 
&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ¶V�0DWFK�'D\��DQ�H[FLWLQJ�IXQGUDLVLQJ�LQLWLDWLYH� 
WKDW�EHQHILWV����ORFDO�QRQ-SURILWV�DQG�HQFRXUDJHV�WKHLU�FROODERUDWLRQ�� 
/DFNDZDQQD�&RXQW\�LV�VR�IRUWXQDWH�WR�KDYH�VR�PDQ\�H[FHOOHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
WKDW�VHUYH�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�,�DP�YHU\�LPSUHVVHG�ZLWK�6FUDQWRQ�$UHD�
&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ¶V�GHGLFDWLRQ�WR�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�ZRUN�WKDW�
ZH�DOO�GR��,�HQFRXUDJH�HYHU\RQH�WR�VXSSRUW�WKHVH�HYHQWV�DQG�UHPLQG�\RX�WR�
PDNH�\RXU�0$7&+�'$<�GRQDWLRQ�LQ�DQ\�DPRXQW�RQ�0D\��WK�E\�YLVLWLQJ�RXU�
ZHEVLWH�DW�ZZZ�ODFNDZDQQDKLVWRU\�RUJ�RU�E\�PDLOLQJ�D�FKHFN�WR�WKH�6RFLHW\�
DW�����0RQURH�$YHQXH��6FUDQWRQ��3$������� 
 

,Q�FORVLQJ��,�ZDQW�WR�LQYLWH�HYHU\RQH�WR�MRLQ�XV�IRU�WKH�LQDXJXUDO�+LVWRU\� 
0DNHUV�SURJUDP�RQ�$SULO����DW������SP�DW�WKH�&DWOLQ�+RXVH�ZKHQ�ZH� 
UHPHPEHU�DQG�SD\�WULEXWH�WR�WKH�ODWH�&KLHI�-XVWLFH�0LFKDHO�-��(DJHQ��2XU� 
FRPPLWWHH�KDV�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�GLOLJHQWO\�WR�SODQ�ZKDW�SURPLVHV�WR�EH�DQ 
H[FLWLQJ�QHZ�SURJUDP�FHOHEUDWLQJ�WKH�OHJDF\�RI�RQH�RI�/DFNDZDQQD�&RXQW\¶V�
EULJKWHVW�OLJKWV� 
 

       6LQFHUHO\� 
       0LFKDHO�*LOPDUWLQ� 

Did you renew your 2017 LHS Membership? 
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In the Catlin House... 
 

WELCOME  
New Members 

 

Individual 
Michael Arcangeletti, Scranton 

Gertrude Gerlach, Wyalusing 
Ro Hume, Scranton 

Susan Thomas, Moscow 
 

Family 
Paul & Brenda Davis, S. Abington Twp. 
Marty & Mariellen Dowling, Nicholson 

 

Non-Profit 
 Society for the Preservation of the Tripp 

Family Homestead, Scranton 

Vintage Clothing Sale 

Congratulations to Vie 
Interior Design & Life 
Events, this year’s   
People’s Choice winner 
for favorite design! 
Thanks to all the       
talented designers who 
participated this year 
and to all of those who 
came to the Society’s 
annual fundraising 
event, Dinner by Design. 
The event raised more 
than $2000 this year 
and was a great way to 
celebrate the coming of 
Spring. Thanks to    
everyone who volun-
teered to help make the 
event a success! 

Seated L-R Ella Rayburn, Michael Gilmartin, Don Frederickson,  
Joshua Pavlico, Dalida O'Malley, Elaine Shepard  

Standing L-R John Mackey, David Kalczynski, Mary Ann Moran Savakinus, 
Donna Nasser, Laurie Cadden, Sarah Piccini  

Dinner by Design People’s Choice Winner  

Looking to update your wardrobe  
with original throwback pieces?   

   Join us for a Vintage Clothing Sale on  
Saturday, April 22 at the Catlin House 
from 11 am to 1 pm.  
Sale includes deaccessioned 
items of baby clothing,  
women’s   lingerie, shoes, 
capes and coats, and dresses 
from the late 1800s through 
the 1930s. Most clothing is  
in a wearable condition,  
although generally small  
sizes.  Proceeds will  
support the preservation  
of LHS collections.  
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Want to take a night off from cooking,  
and support the Lackawanna Historical Society at the same time? 

Dine Lackawanna continues to be a popular success!  
This fundraiser is hosted each month at a different local restaurant,  

and gives you the chance to enjoy a fabulous meal chosen from a great 
menu at one of the area’s premiere dining locations,  

and a portion of night’s proceeds benefit LHS.  
Hope to see you there! 

NEXT UP:  

 

The Lackawanna Historical Society presents  
HISTORY MAKERS 

$�QHZ�DQQXDO�SURJUDP�WR�KRQRU�D�/DFNDZDQQD�&RXQW\� 
FLWL]HQ�ZKR�KDV�PDGH�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�RXU�KLVWRU\� 

 
 

7KXUVGD\��$SULO��� 
�����SP�WR������SP 

DW�WKH�&DWOLQ�+RXVH������0RQURH�$YHQXH��6FUDQWRQ 
 

   On April 27th, the Society will pay tribute to the late Chief Justice Michael J. Eagen      
as our first History Maker, with a special event to celebrate his life and accomplishments.  
Chief Justice Eagan was elected Lackawanna County District Attorney at the age of 25 in 
1932 and became a County Judge in 1941. Eighteen years later he was successfully elected to 
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania and the Chief Justice in February, 1977. He served as 
Chief Justice until 1980, and during his term, oversaw the reorganization of the appellate 
court, just one of many accomplishments from his time on the bench. 

 

Please RSVP by April 20 by calling 570-344-3841.   

 

April 19: Café Classico 
1416 Mulberry St., Scranton (570) 346-9306  

(Please use voucher on page 15) 
 

May 17: Camelot Restaurant 
17 Johnson Road, Clarks Summit (570) 585-1430 

 

June 21: The New Café at Greystone Gardens 
829 Old State Road, Clarks Summit (570) 319-9111 

 

 *Like us on Facebook  
or check our website for future dates! 

Special Thanks  
to our media sponsor 
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“You Live Here,  
You Should Know This!”  

   Join us Saturday, 
May 6 at 5:30 pm at 
the Slocum Hollow Bar 
at the Lodge at Montage 
Mountain for the return 
of the LHS local history 
game show! 
   The defending champion Riverside School 
District returns, along with old favorites, 
the Azzarelli family, Scranton City Council, 
the Scranton Times-Tribune, and Senator 
John Blake to name just a few.  
   The games will continue in a fast-and-
furious Jeopardy! style, testing contestants’ 
knowledge of local people, places, and 
events. Watch for surprise new categories 
with “action features!” Winners will have 
exclusive bragging rights for one whole year  
of holding the status of .. 
          Local Lackawanna History  
                    Legends of Lore! 

 We’re excited to be a part of NEPA Match Day! 
One day. One donation. One big difference. 

     On Friday, May 5, the Lackawanna Historical Society will  be 
part of the NEPA Match Day collective, sponsored by the    
Scranton Area Community Foundation. Any donations received on 
this day will be matched dollar-for-dollar. Please remember to    
donate to the Society online or mail a check for Match Day, and 
support some of the many scheduled Match Day events, like    
Happy Hour at Lucchi Family Wine Cellars (see pg. 12), the Abing-
ton Community Library’s Communities Matter Day (see page 11) 
or Pay It Forward Wednesday with the RailRiders (see below).   

Thank you for your support! 

Other organizations in the NEPA Match Day Collective include: Abington Community Library, AFA Gallery, Alzheimer’s 
Association, Boys & Girls Club of NEPA, Children’s Advocacy Center of NEPA, Dress for Success Lackawanna, Greater 
Scranton YMCA, Greater Carbondale YMCA, Indraloka Animal Sanctuary, Jewish Family Services, Lacawac Sanctuary 
Field Station and Environmental Education Center, Make-A-Wish Greater PA & WV, Marley’s Mission, Maternal &  
Family Health Services, Meals on Wheels NEPA, Northeast Regional Cancer Institute, Scranton Cultural Center,     
Scranton Fringe Festival, The Arc of Northeastern Pennsylvania, The Greenhouse Project, United Neighborhood Centers, 
Valley Community library, West Scranton Hyde Park Neighborhood Watch, Women’s Resource Center 

 

  On Wednesday. April 26, at 6:30 pm the 
Society will be joining some of our Match 
Day partners for an exciting night of 
hometown baseball. Plan to meet us in  

the bleachers to root on  
the SWB RailRiders 
against the Louisville Bats 
and help us reach our 
Match Day goal!  

Tickets can be purchased from any of the 
participating non-profits including LHS, 
Make A Wish Greater PA & WV, Marley’s 
Mission, and Lacawac Sanctuary Field 
Station and Environmental Education 
Center. View our website for complete list.   
   Each organization will receive a portion    
of the tickets its sells plus, as part of the 
team’s Pay It Forward Wednesday, all   
program partners will receive a portion    
of the tickets sold at the gate that evening. 
Advanced Tickets are $10. Get yours by 
calling LHS at 570-344-3841 today! 

Batter Up! RailRiders Game 
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$PSV �������DQG�RYHU� 

-RXOHV������-����� 

2KPV ������-������ 

$QRQ\PRXV 
$FFHQWXDWH�&DWHULQJ 
)ORUHQFH�*LOOHVSLH�%URZQ 
'U��-RKQ�	�1DQF\�)DUNDV 
0RUW�	�6XH�)XOOHU 
)ULHGHU�)RXQGDWLRQ 
/+9$ 

$UOHQH�'HYHUHDX[�2
+DUD 
'DOLGD�$��2
0DOOH\ 
5LFKDUG�/HRQRUL 
/LQGD�/\QHWW 
0RQURH�&RXQW\�/6$�*UDQW 
3HRSOH¶V�6HFXULW\�%DQN 
3+0&�.H\VWRQH�*UDQW 

$QRQ\PRXV 
'RUUDQFH�%HOLQ 
9DOHULH�%HUWLQHOOL 
/DXULH�&DGGHQ 
(ODLQH�&DUUROO�� 
���,Q�0HPRU\�RI�%LUGLH�&DUUROO 
-RVHSK�)��&LPLQL 

&KDUOHV�&RQQHOO 
'RQDOG�)UHGHULFNVRQ��-U���(VT� 
-RH�	�)UDQ�*DUYH\ 
0LFKDHO�	�1DGD�*LOPDUWLQ 
7RP�	�(LOHHQ�*ULIILWKV 
7RP�	�3DXOD�+RUODFKHU 

*HUDOG�%XUQV 
3DWULFN�$��&DOYH\ 
&DUERQGDOH�+LVWRULFDO�6RFLHW\ 
&DUSHQWHU¶V�/RFDO�8QLRQ���� 
-RKQ�*��&DUOLQJ 
&KLSDN�)XQHUDO�+RPH 
&DWK\�&KDPRQL��,Q�0HPRU\�RI� 
��&DWKHULQH�5��&KDPRQL 
%RQQLH�&LHUR 
7KRPDV�&LSULDQR 
%ULDQ�&ODUN 
-RKQ�	�0DU\�&RJQHWWL 
-LP�	�*D\�&OLIIRUG 
&ROPDQ�6DOHV�&R���,QF� 
0DU\�7KHUHVD�&RQQROO\ 
:LOOLV�&RQRYHU 
/\QQ�0��&RQUDG 

&UXFLDQL�)DPLO\ 
&DWKHULQH�&XOOHQ 
*HQH�	�$QQ�'RPVNL 
&HPHWHU\�$VV��RI�'XQPRUH 
0DU\�'\PRQG 
&OHPHQWLQH�)DVEHQGHU 
)LGHOLW\�%DQN 
-DFN�)LQQHUW\ 
)1&% 
(VWKHU�)ULHGPDQ 
(UQHVW�-��*D]GD 
1DWDOLH�*HOE 
:LOOLDP�*HUVKH\ 
$QQ�*LOPDUWLQ 
:LOOLDP�	�7KHUHVD�*UD]LDQR 
$QGUHZ�	�0DU\�+DLOVWRQH 
3DXO�+DUW 

-HII�.LHIHU 
-DQH�(��0F*RZW\ 
0RUH\�	�6RQGUD�0\HUV 
-RKQ�	�-HQQ�2FKPDQ 
-DQH�2SSHQKHLP 
2YHUORRN�(VWDWH�)RXQGDWLRQ 
-DFN�	�&DWKLH�6SDOO 

'RPLQLF�	�)UDQ�.HDWLQJ 
(OOHQ�/RGZLFN 
0DU\�0F'RQDOG 
'RURWK\�0DFNLH 
-DQH�0DUWLQ 
0DU\�-DQH�0HPROR 
7RGG�	�(OL]DEHWK�2¶0DOOH\ 
5RVZHOO�6��3DWWHUVRQ 
1LFN�	�6XH�3HWXOD 
6DUDK�3LFFLQL 

$QRQ\PRXV 
,UZLQ�$GOHU� 
 ,Q�0HPRU\�RI�'RQQD�$GOHU 
-DPHV�	�3DWULFLD�$OSHULQ 
:LOOLDP�-��$QWRJQROL 
-RKQ�%HFN 
7RQ\�	�2OLYLD�%HUQDUGL 
5LFKDUG�	�)D\H�%LVKRS 
'U��	�0UV��(GZDUG�%RHKP 
3HWHU�	�6DOO\�%RKOLQ 
%RKOLQ��&\ZLQVNL��-DFNVRQ 
&RQUDG�	�'RURWK\�%RVOH\ 
5LFKDUG�	�-DQH�%RYDUG 
)��:DUUHQ�	�&DURO�)HOOV�%UHLJ 
0DXUHHQ�%UHQQDQ 
0DUMRULH�%URZQ 
(GZDUG�	�1DQF\�%XUNH 

:DWWV������-����� 

3UXGHQWLDO�)RXQGDWLRQ 
4XDQGHO�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�*URXS 
'HQQLV�5XGG\ 
5REHUW�	�0DU\�$QQ�6DYDNLQXV 
(ODLQH�6KHSDUG 
'HLUGUH�7D\ORU 
7R\RWD�6FUDQWRQ 
&XUW�:DOWHUV 
'DYLG�	�-DQHW�:HQ]HO 
5LFKDUG�	�-HDQQH�<DUPH\ 

$QRQ\PRXV 
&RPPXQLW\�%DQN 
%LOO�	�%ULGJHW�&RQORJXH 
)ULHQGV�RI�/+6��,Q�0HPRU\�RI���� 
���$UOHQH�'HYHUHDX[�2¶+DUD 
-DPHV�	�$P\�)OHPLQJ 
'RXJ�	�6KDQQRQ�)RUUHU 
'DYLG�	�$QQ�+DZN 
3DXO�	�$GULHQQH�+RUJHU 
7KHRGRUH�+RUJHU 
7RP�	�)DIL�.DUDP 

5D\PRQG�5��	�$QGUHD�3LOFK 
33/�&RUSRUDWLRQ 
*UHJ�	�&KULV�3RVO\ 
(OOD�5D\EXUQ 
�,Q�0HPRU\�RI�0DU\�6��5D\EXUQ 
:LOOLDP�-��5LQDOGL��(VT� 
5RVV�)DPLO\�)RXQGDWLRQ 

LHS is still working hard to close the gap in our Campaign.   
We are chipping away at the remaining balance of $40,000 and 
are very grateful to everyone who has contributed. Now we ask 
you to encourage your friends and neighbors to donate or consid-
er adding to your pledge.  

We got wired, now we need to wrap it up!! 
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:DWWV������-������FRQWLQXHG 
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*HRUJH�	�3DWWL�/\QHWW 
6FRWW�	�/LEE\�/\QHWW 
3KLOOLS�	�.DWKOHHQ�0F&DUWK\� 
 ,Q�0HPRU\�RI�)UDQFLV�3��
+DQOH\�	�/HVOLH�$��0LOOV 

0DU\�/\QQH�0F'HUPRWW 
1DQF\�0F'RQDOG 
-DFN�	�5RVHPDU\�0F*XLJDQ 
7KRPDV�-��0F+XJK 
7KRPDV�0F/DQH 
0DWWKHZ�'��0DFNLH��-U� 
5LFKDUG�	�6DOO\�0DUTXDUGW 
'HQQLV�	�6KDUOHHQ�0DUWLQ 
0LGODQWLF�(QJLQHHULQJ�,QF� 
*LQR�0RUL 
1DWLRQDO�%DNHU\ 
1(�'HWDFKPHQW�0DULQH�&RUSV�/HDJXH 
-DPHV�1LFKRODV 
-LP�	�$OLFH�1RRQH 
$QQ�0DULH�2¶+DUD 
9HUD�-HDQ�3DFH 
-RVHSK�3DVFRH 
31&�%DQN 
3HVDYHQWR�0RQXPHQWV 
/HQL�3LDVN\ 
/HDK�3LOHJJL 
 ,Q�0HPRU\�RI�'RQQD�$GOHU 
+DQN�	�%DUEDUD�3ODWW 
-RKQ�	�6LONH�5HGGLQJWRQ 
 ,Q�0HPRU\�RI�'RGR�5HGGLQJWRQ� 
 	�&LQG\�&DZOH\ 
0DU\�5KRGHV 

9ROWV��XQGHU������ 

)UDQFLV�	�-HDQQH�5XDQH 
5REHUW�	�/DXUD�6DQWRVNL 
'DQLHO�6FKUHIIOHU 
6FUDQWRQ�/DEHO��,QF� 
6FUDQWRQ�5HQW-$OO 
-RKQ�	�6XVDQ�6KHHULQ 
-HDQ�6KLHOGV 
-DPHV�	�%DUEDUD�6KXWD 
-RVHSK�	�(ULQ�6SHLFKHU 
-RDQQH�6WHW] 
-RVHSK�	�0DUJDUHW�6]Q\WHU 
3DW�7RELQ 
,VDDF�7ULSS�,9 
*HQH�	�-RDQ�7XUNR 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6FUDQWRQ 
-DPHV�	�6KDURQ�9LSRQG 
5�-��:DONHU 
-DFN�	�/LDQD�:DOVK 
7RUU\�:DWNLQV 
7LPRWK\�'��:HOE\��0�'� 
'HDFRQ�0LFKDHO�:HQJULQ 
-DPHV�:HUW 
-RQDWKRQ�:LOVRQ�	�'DQLHOOH�$ULJR 
.DWK\�:LQFNOHU 
3DXOD�<DJJL 
.ULVWHQ�<DUPH\� 
7KRPDV�<HDJHU 
&ODULFH�=D\GRQ 
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The Scranton stop was on the line between 
the towns of Bellwood and Chancellor. The 
line passed through an area of longleaf yellow 
pine, described around 1900 as featuring 
“cross tie camps, saw mills, and turpentine 
stills.” The railroad through Scranton was 
abandoned in 1940 and the track removed. (A 
road from Bellwood west to Scranton is still 
called Railroad Street.) Why the Scranton 
name was given to the stop is not clear. It 
could be it was suggested because of the rail-
road notoriety of the original Scranton, PA or 
named for a number of Scranton capitalists 
who were engaged in the lumber business in 
that area of Alabama, including Fenwick 
Peck, William H. Hollister, James W. Oakford 
and others, but no direct link has been con-
firmed. 
 
Scranton, Arkansas 
     Today about 220 people live in Scranton. 
Founded in 1910, it was named for Scranton, 
PA because of its location in a coal mining   
area of northwest Logan County. Little Rock 
businessman Harmon Remmel led a group of 
investors who purchased land for a city that 
they expected would be the center of a      
prosperous mining area of some 30,000 acres 
across the Arkansas River from                  
well-established, valuable mines at Clarks-
ville. Remmel and associates set up the       
Arkansas Anthracite Coal Company in 1905 
to sell leases to investors wanting to establish 
mines. To serve the anticipated population, 
they developed the town of Scranton, “a name 
that suggested to its promoters growth and 
coal-generated prosperity.” The Scranton 
boosters said it was “destined to rapidly      
become one of the best towns in Western     
Arkansas,” and “a strictly modern town” with 
only brick, stone or concrete buildings in its 
business district.  Remmel won a post office 
for the new town but the Scranton name was 
already in use. The story goes that he bribed 
the postmaster of the other Scranton,          
Arkansas with $100 to sponsor a move to    

select another name so that his town could 
claim the Scranton name. 
    Remmel also arranged for a railroad      
connection to the new coal center. Streets 
were laid out and buildings constructed (the 
first being a bank founded by Remmel). In 
1909 - 1910 some 100 people moved to   
Scranton anticipating its development, and 
more arrived as the town added a hotel, a 
large general store, a railroad station, and 
several homes. The new town’s newspaper, 
the Scranton Independent, celebrated, noting 
“Verily, the world do move…to think that   
only a few short months ago this beautiful 
town site was a farmer’s home and under cul-
tivation.” As the Independent claimed, “There 
is not an empty building in Scranton except 
for the calaboose.”  
     But Remmel and his associates failed to 
sell many coal leases; it seems they asked too 
much (over $1 million for most) and the coal 
was too deep to mine. Despite Remmel’s 
boosterism, potential investors saw it as too 
risky. The town remained a commercial     
center for the local agricultural area,           
including its bank, but its population sank, 
especially after 1920. By 1923 the coal      
company dissolved and the railroad collapsed. 
     Coincidentally, more coal development 
north of the new Scranton, across the          
Arkansas River near Clarksville, brought   
confirmed Scranton, PA investors. In 1905 
the Scranton Anthracite Coal Company 
opened a new mine in Johnson County.      
The owner and operator was Fremont  
Stokes, who had been born in Hazelton         
in 1864, and brought together partners John 
Daley and G. K. Gearhart to help fund        
the new mine. All three men were experts 
from the coal fields of Pennsylvania and 
moved from Scranton, PA to Clarksville. In    
a few years the mine played out, but the     
investors, it appears, made money. 
 
Scranton, Arkansas (historical) 
     Little is known of the original Scranton 

Cont. from pg. 1 
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located in eastern Benton County. It did 
have a post office called Scranton in 1903-
1909 until the name was changed to Sedalia. 
The postmaster was John C. Evans, suppos-
edly the taker of Remmel’s bribe. His family 
had been long-term residents of the area. 
Any connection to Scranton PA remains un-
determined. This Benton County area had 
been the home of early lumbering activity   
so it is possible Scranton, PA investors had 
looked to the possibility of further develop-
ment there. 

 Scranton, Iowa 
     Incorporated in 1880, this community was 
named for Joseph H. Scranton of the Lacka-
wanna Iron and Coal Company of Scranton, 
PA. Located in Greene County, it has a popu-
lation of about 550 today. The community 
was plotted soon after the Cedar Rapids and 
Missouri Railroad was built through the   
area. J. H. Scranton’s company had provided 
most of the rails for the building of the line 
so the Iowa Scranton honors a Scranton PA 
resident who aided its founding. 

There Was a POLL TAX in Scranton?!?! 
 

By Ella Rayburn 

  I discovered that Scranton had a poll tax 
when the historical society received a group 
of tax receipts dated from 1904 to 1941.  Be-
ginning in 1924 and carrying through each 
year until the last set of receipts in 1941 
were receipts for poll taxes.  Concurrently, 
while helping with an election exhibit, now 
on display at the Washington Avenue Post 
Office, I thumbed through a small, paper- 
covered booklet entitled “Lackawanna Coun-
ty Political Calendar” for 1930.  It was a col-
lection of reminders and deadlines, and not-
ed that Saturday, October 4th was the “last 
day to pay tax to qualify for the November 
Election, City of Scranton and Carbondale 
and Boroughs and Townships.” It was also 
the last day to register to vote for the Gen-
eral Election on Tuesday, November 4th. 
   Poll taxes have been around since the 14th 
century in England.  It was considered a 
“head tax,” a flat-rate tax based on census 
rather than percentage of income or property 
ownership.  As a source of revenue, payment 
of the poll tax was a pre-requisite to voting; 
essentially, it was an annual fee to vote. 
     In the 21st century the word “poll tax” is 
anathema representing Jim Crow laws to 
prevent African-Americans and other minor-

ities from voting.  After the Civil War the 
poll tax was used in the South to deny voting 
rights to African-Americans.  Coupled with 
literacy tests and intimidation, their vote 
was suppressed, along with poor whites, un-
til the January 24, 1964, passage of the 24th 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution making 
poll taxes illegal in federal elections.  In 
Scranton and surrounding areas it was prob-
ably not used to disenfranchise minority 
votes, as there were very few racial minori-
ties. 
   Running down the history of the local poll 
tax became more of a challenge than antici-
pated. 
   The tax receipts are from the Bryant fami-
ly who lived at 219 N. Bromley in Scranton’s 
West Side.  David was an engineer on the 
DL& W railroad, his wife was Anna and the 
two daughters were students.  After gradua-
tion, daughter Edith married and moved 
away.  Pearl worked as a bookkeeper at sev-
eral large firms until settling in with Inter-
national Publishing Company, located at Ash 
Street and Wyoming Avenue. Pearl re-
mained on North Bromley until her June 30, 
1938, marriage. 
   The Bryants saved the tax receipts for 34 

...Stay tuned for more Scrantons! 

Cont. on pg. 10 
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years, from 1904 to 1941.  David, Anna and 
Pearl have poll tax receipts beginning in 
1924.   The tax is one dollar with a two per-
cent discount if paid by the deadline.  The 
Bryants never missed the deadline and re-
ceived the discount resulting in a payment of 
98 cents per voter.  Postcards served as the 
invoices for the poll tax.  The revenue was 
sent to the Department of City Treasury. 
    Even though  
Anna and daugh-
ter Pearl were not 
employed and did 
not own property, 
each was assessed 
a one dollar occu-
pation tax in 
1920.  Anna and 
Pearl paid their 
tax assessments 
before they could 
vote.  They cast 
their first votes in 1920, just after the pas-
sage of the 19th amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution guaranteed women’s right to vote.   
    The first tax notice was addressed to “Mr” 
Anna Bryant and another was addressed to 
“Mr” Pearl Bryant.  The pre-printed notice 
was pre-filled with “Mr” and a line for writing 
in the name.  The poll tax was added to the 
occupation tax  in 1924.  Randomly selecting 
the year 1922, Scranton residents paid county 
and state taxes which covered, as applicable, 
lots, houses, occupation, horses, outhouses, 
and coal.  Residents also paid city and school 
taxes, and a poor tax, as well as the poll tax.  
At this time the county sent out triannual re-
al estate assessment notices.  The Bryants’ 
1931 assessment for 219 N. Bromley valued 
the lot and house together at $1,500.  The last 
property assessment in Lackawanna County 
was in 1968. 
     David died February 11, 1929.  His obitu-
ary said he would be buried in Dunmore Cem-
etery.  Anna remained in the family home un-
til her death at age 89 on September 18, 1953. 

    In 1935, Anna Bryant had been a widow 
for six years.  Her taxes were:  state and 
county including lot and house -- $22.40; 
Scranton School District -- $37.71; City of 
Scranton -- $30.11;  Poor Tax -- $12.69: Poll 
tax -- $1.00: totaling $103.91.  In simple in-
flation the comparison is $1,815 in today’s 
dollars. 
    Even though the Bryant’ first poll tax re-

ceipts were for 1924, 
the Commonwealth 
Leg i s la tu re  ha d 
passed a law on May 
22, 1878, authorizing 
one dollar poll tax 
with the tax paid di-
rectly into the treas-
ury of the taxing city.  
Harrisburg restated 
the law in 1901 for 
“general revenue pur-
poses, not exceeding 

one dollar annually, on all male inhabitants 
above the age of twenty-one years.”  The 
state legislature did not repeal the poll tax 
collection until June 18, 1992.  The on-the-
books poll tax was not in violation of the U.S. 
Constitution’s 24th amendment as it applied 
only to federal elections, not state or local.  
      The Scranton Republican commented on 
March 21, 1904, that the local tax affected 
mainly white voters without financial re-
sources, which meant Democratic voters.  
There seemed to be no reaction to the voting 
impediment.  Two years later, August 20, 
1906, the Republican published a reminder 
for voters (male) to pay their poll tax.  Not to 
pay the tax meant losing the right to vote.  
The March 10, 1914, Republican reported the 
tax raised $32,204 with only male voters.  
With women’s suffrage finally in place, on 
November 26, 1925, the newspaper reported 
that the city counted 65,551 “taxable” per-
sons which more than doubled the revenue 
from ten years earlier.  Although established 
by the state legislature, the tax benefited the 
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local governments; hence was protected by 
the local government. 
    The “City Ordinances” for Scranton in 
the 1920s, 1933, 1937, 1939, reflect fiscal 
concern about paying off loans. There is no 
mention of taxes levied except a general 
statement of what was taxed – real, person-
al and mixed property.  The “Manual of the 
City Councils, Scranton, Pa.” (plural as 
there were two – common and select) from 
1892 to 1907 noted that the collected prop-
erty and occupation taxes were redistribut-
ed as a school tax and a poor tax.  Included 
in this was a dog tax. The poll tax was not 
mentioned as it was legislated by the state. 
    One tax that stood out and caused a brief 
“shiny object” diversion was the dog tax at 
$1 per year.  Citing the 1909 – 1910 “City 
Council Manual” the budget for the city had 
an entry for the Dog Pound Account within 
the Department of Public Safety.  The sala-
ry of Pound Master $720; Compensation for 
Catchers $500; Purchase of dog food $25; 
Extermination $25; Incidentals and care of 
Dog Wagon and Team $400; total was 
$1,670 for the year.  According to Martina 
Soden, a librarian at the Albright Memorial 
Library, who remembered reading accounts 
in early 20th century newspapers, feral 
dogs were a city problem, were sometimes 
rabid, and were a public nuisance.  
    In May 1931, the Commonwealth legisla-
ture reiterated the poll tax by confirming 
assessment and collection in 2nd and 3rd 

class counties in lieu of an occupation tax.  Ear-
lier, in 1929, Harrisburg passed an act requir-
ing federal government employees to pay a tax 
before voting.  
     Because the tax receipts we have from the 
Bryant family seem complete, it is possible they 
did not pay the poll tax and did not vote until 
1924.  When the City of Scranton enacted the 
tax is unclear.  1941 is the last year for which 
we have tax notices for the Bryant family on 
North Bromley.  By the early 1940s only the 
southern states had poll taxes still in place, 
and, apparently, Pennsylvania.  I haven’t found 
any documentation that the poll tax was en-
forced in Scranton after the early 1940s.  There 
were occasional, unsuccessful efforts advocating 
repeal of the tax, which drifted into unenforced 
obscurity until Harrisburg cleaned up its books 
by repealing the tax in 1992. 
 
 

Postscript: 
Every time I mentioned Scranton’s poll tax, the 
response was the same – pause, “oh,” pause.  
Due to the unanticipated difficulties of tracking 
down the topic, a number of people were asked 
and happily participated. Ann McGrath, Mary 
Ann Savakinus, Sarah Piccini, and Megan    
Hosie are with the historical society.  In order 
of appearance, The Librarians:  Martina Soden 
and Judi Keller of the Albright, Brian Fulton 
from the Scranton Times, and Donna Gower    
of the Law Library. LHS Trustee Don Fredrick-
son, Esq. contacted Marion Medalis, Director of 
Lackawanna’s Department of Elections. 

Abington Community Library Programming 
Stop by the Abington Community Library on Saturday, April 8 from 10 am – 4 pm for  
Communities Matter Day, an occasion to learn more about volunteer opportunities, upcoming 

events, and more with LHS and other Match Day organizations.   
If you are interested in researching your family history, then  
come to the Genealogy Connections program at the library on 
Wednesday, May 3 at 11 am to learn more about genealogical  
resources available at the Lackawanna Historical Society, Albright 
Library, and online sources that can help you fill in your family tree.  
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The Scranton Civil War Roundtable meets the second Tuesday of each month at 7 pm 
Yearly membership is $20 for an individual and $25 for families and is open to anyone with 
an interest in the Civil War era 1860-1865. The schedule of upcoming speakers is as follows: 

April 11: Robert Hanrahan, “Naval History of the Civil War” 
May 9: Barb Strangfeld,  “Lt. Charles Read” 
June 13: “Draft Riots” Roundtable 
July 11: “Reconstruction” Roundtable 
August 8: “Copperheads” Roundtable 
September 12: Joann & Pat Dunigan, “Civil War Era Etiquette” 
October 10: Laurel Lipshutz as Dr. Mary Walker  
November 14: Book Discussion, “Hour of Peril”     

 

Memorials 
In Memory of Carlynn Gano 

Ella Rayburn 
Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus 

 

In Memory of Stanley Perydan 
Leni Piasky 

 

In Memory of Larry Sherman 
Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus 

 

In Memory of Mari Byron 
Robert & Mary Ann Savakinus 

Contributions to the Lackawanna Historical Society in the 
name of individuals are placed in a Memorial Fund and are 
not used for general operations. To contribute in the name of 
an individual, please send check payable to the Society with 
the name and address of person(s) for whom memorial is 
made. All contributions to the Lackawanna Historical Society 
are tax deductible to the fullest extent that the law provides. 

Scranton’s Automotive Heritage Book Signing 
 

Join author Ron Moskalczak on Sunday, April 30 at 2 pm  
for a presentation and book signing for his book,  

Scranton’s Automotive Heritage.  
Learn more about everyday transportation in Scranton, from local 

car dealers to Maccar Truck, and even Hudson miniatures.  
Copies of the book will be available for purchase.  

Scranton Civil War Roundtable 

 

Louisa May Alcott  
Lecture – RESCHEDULED 

  Join us on Sunday, April 9 at 2 pm 
  for a presentation by Louisa May Alcott  
  as portrayed by Jennifer Ochman.  
  Learn about Alcott’s writings and her  
  activities during and after the Civil War.   

 

Catlin House Spring Cleanup 
  Do you have a green thumb? Join us on  
  Saturday, April 22 at 9 am to clean up      
  the grounds around the Catlin House and    
  help us get ready for spring! Please bring   
  your own gloves and small garden tools.  

April Programs 
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LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Capital Campaign Pledge Form “Let’s Get Wired!” 

 

Commit now to keep the  
Catlin House wired!  

The cost of the Catlin House 
Electrical and HVAC upgrades 
is $463,180. Please join us in 

taking care of one of the area’s 
architectural treasures and 

make your commitment today. 
 

Use this form  
to make your pledge.  

Make check payable to the  
LHS Restoration Fund  

and return to:   
 

Lackawanna Historical Society  
232 Monroe Avenue                          
Scranton, PA 18510 

Save the Date – Historic Hill House Tour Returns! 
Join us on Sunday, June 25 for the biannual Historic Hill House Tour!  

Learn about residential architecture, stories of Scranton’s founding families,  
and the history of the Hill Section neighborhood. Stay tuned for more details!  



PAGE 16             VOLUME 47, NO. 2 LACKAWANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

232 MONROE AVENUE 

SCRANTON, PA 18510 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sun., Apr. 9, 2 pm  Louisa May Alcott����UHVFKHGXOHG�IURP�0DUFK����� �VHH�SJ����� 
     /LYLQJ�+LVWRU\�3UHVHQWDWLRQ�E\�-HQQLIHU�2FKPDQ�DW�WKH�&DWOLQ�+RXVH  
 

Wed., Apr. 19   Dine Lackawanna DW�&DIp�&ODVVLFR�VOUCHER REQUIRED  �VHH�SJ������� 
 

Fri., Apr. 21, 6 pm - 9 pm Match Day Happy Hour  DW�/XFFKL�)DPLO\�:LQH�&HOODUV��VHH�SJ����� 
 

Sat., Apr. 22, 9 am  Catlin House Spring Cleanup  �VHH�SJ�����  
 

Sat., Apr. 22, 11 am - 1 pm Vintage Clothing Sale DW�WKH�&DWOLQ�+RXVH��VHH�SJ����   
 

Sat., Apr. 22, 7 pm  13th Annual Grand Civil War Ball�DW�WKH�&HQWXU\�&OXE��VHH�SJ����� 
 

Sun., Apr. 23, 11 am  Ragtime Brunch DW�WKH�5DGLVVRQ�/DFNDZDQQD�6WDWLRQ��VHH�SJ����� 
     %UXQFK�LV�����SHU�SHUVRQ��&DOO�/+6�RU�YLVLW�ZZZ�6FUDQWRQ&LYLO:DU'D\�FRP� 
 

Wed., Apr. 26, 6:30 pm Pay It Forward Night at the RailRiders   �VHH�SJ���� 
 

Thurs.,  Apr.  27, 6 pm  History Makers  +RQRULQJ�-XGJH�0LFKDHO�(DJHQ��VHH�SJ����� 
 

Sun., Apr. 30, 2 pm  Scranton’s Automotive Heritage �VHH�SJ����� 
     %RRN�6LJQLQJ�DQG�3UHVHQWDWLRQ�E\�5RQ�0RVNDOF]DN 
 

Wed., May 3, 11 am  Genealogy Connections $ELQJWRQ�&RPPXQLW\�/LEUDU\��VHH�SJ����� 
 

Fri., May 5    NEPA Match Day  DON’T FORGET TO DONATE! �VHH�SJ���� 
 

Sat., May 6, 5:30 pm  “You Live Here, You Should Know This!” �VHH�SJ���� 
     /RFDO�KLVWRU\�JDPH�VKRZ�DW�WKH�6ORFXP�+ROORZ�%DU�DW�0RQWDJH�0RXQWDLQ 
 

Wed., May 17   Dine Lackawanna DW�&DPHORW�5HVWDXUDQW��VHH�SJ����  
 

6HH�SDJH����IRU�XSFRPLQJ�&LYLO�:DU�5RXQGWDEOH�WRSLFV� 
9LVLW�ZZZ�ODFNDZDQQDKLVWRU\�RUJ�DQG�OLNH�XV�RQ�)DFHERRN�IRU�XS-WR-GDWH�OLVWLQJV�RI�DOO�DFWLYLWLHV� 

Upcoming Programs and Events 
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